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MAKING FLORIDA YOUR DOMICILE 

The requisite intent of establishing a Florida domicile should be accompanied by various acts 
indicating the intent to establish Florida domicile. This may be indicated by the following; 

1. Spending more time at your Florida home than at any other home; 

2. Centering the maximum amount of business activities at your Florida home and limit 
business activities in your former domicile; 

3. Being active in schools, clubs, churches or synagogues and social organizations in the 
Florida area; 

4. Furnishing the Florida home more substantially than any other home, as well as keeping 
objects of family and sentimental value in the Florida home; 

5. Keeping the principal personal bank account in a Florida bank. 

6. Keeping the principal stock brokerage account with the Florida office of a financial 
institution. 

7. Purchase or rent a residence in Florida and move in; 

8. Executing a new Florida Will reciting the new domicile; 

9. Registering to vote and voting in Florida; 

10. Using the Florida address in all documents and records executed, such as automobile 
registration, social security records, mailing addresses, mortgages and leases; 

11. Paying all taxes from Florida including Florida intangible taxes if applicable. If  required 
to file taxes on specific income originating in your former domicile, then file as a non-
resident using your Florida address; 

12. Using the Florida address in the filing of tax returns and filing the returns in Florida 
whenever possible; 
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13. Taking advantage of local tax benefits granted to residents of Florida such as the 
homestead tax exemptions; 

14. Notifying all interested parties of a change of domicile including banks, employers, 
family, friends, your attorney, and all tax authorities in both the old and new domiciles, 
credit card companies, etc.; 

15. Holding community positions that are only open to domiciliaries; 

16. Changing your driver's license and automobile registration, whether required by local 
law or not, to Florida; 

17. Filing with the clerk of the court a Declaration of Domicile, a copy of which is attached; 

18. Notifying the post office to forward all mail to the new Florida domicile;  

19. Taking any other affirmative acts to terminate the previous domicile such as canceling 
voter's registration, changing license plates, notifying the taxing officers of your 
previous domicile, etc.; 

20. Disposing of any home in the former domicile (or non-domicile state); 

21. Revoking any declaration of domicile made in any other state; 

22. Declaring the new (or established) domicile to a United States census taker; 

23. Filing a final (so marked) resident tax return in the former domicile state (and city, if 
applicable); 

24. Obtaining non-resident license privileges (e.g., fishing license) in non-domicile states 
and resigning from, or changing to non-resident status for, clubs, churches, etc. in non-
domicile states; 

25. Changing all documents, subscriptions, passport, listings (e.g., Who's Who) etc. to 
reflect the new (or established) domicile state; 

26. Keep bills such as phone, utilities and credit cards that help prove residence within 
Florida and keep track of the days spent in and out of Florida every year;  

27. Surrender any safe deposit boxes outside of Florida and move their contents to a Florida 
safe deposit box; 

28. Obtain a doctor in Florida to act as your primary physician and have your medical 
records transferred to his or her office; 

29. Use your Florida home as your base; acknowledge that home as your primary residence 
to others and use the property as the one you leave from and return to after trips; and 

30. At least as co-counsel, consult an accountant and a lawyer in Florida. 
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DECLARATION OF DOMICILE 
 
STATE OF FLORIDA ) 
 ) SS 
COUNTY OF MIAMI-DADE ) 
 

Before me, the undersigned authority, personally appeared _________________________, who 
being by me first duly sworn, on oath, deposes and says: 

1. This is my Declaration of Domicile in the State of Florida which I am filing this day in 
conformity with Section 222.17, Florida Statutes. 

2. That I was formerly a legal resident of the City of __________________, County of 
__________________, State of ______________ and resided at ___________________________________. 

3. That I have changed my domicile to and have been a bona fide resident of the County of 
Miami-Dade, State of Florida since ______________________, 2007. 

4. That I now reside at _________________________________, Miami-Dade County, Florida. 

5. That this is to be taken as my declaration of actual legal residence and permanent domicile in 
this State and County to the exclusion of all others. 

6. That I will comply with all the requirements of a legal resident of the State of Florida. 

7. That I understand that as a legal resident of the State of Florida, I am subject to intangible 
taxes; that I must purchase Florida license plates for motor vehicles, if any, owned by me; that if I vote, I 
must vote in the precinct of my legal domicile; and that my estate will be probated in the Florida Courts. 

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT. 
 
   

      Print Name:        

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this day personally appeared before me, an officer duly authorized to 
administer oaths and take acknowledgements, ___________________________to me well known to be the 
person described herein and who executed this affidavit, who is personally known to me and who took an 
oath, acknowledged before me that he/she executed the same freely and voluntarily for the purpose therein 
expressed. 
 

WITNESS my hand and official seal this ____ day of _______________, 2007. 
 

  
NOTARY PUBLIC, State of Florida 
 
  
Typed, printed or stamped name of Notary 
 
  
Commission Number 

My Commission Expires: 
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Examples of Proper Planning

TIER 1
EXISTINGEXISTING

MEGA JUDGMENT

TIER 2
ACCIDENT OR NEGLIGENCE OCCURRED

EXPOSURE UNCERTAIN

TIER 3
NO EXISTING OR CONTINGENT CLAIMS

TIER 3
Oh the techniques you can use when
planning starts with a clean slate - no
existing debt or contingent claims!

Diversify Planning - Maximize:
Homestead•
Tenants by the entirety protection•
Retirement assets•
529 plans and college pre-paid funds•
Intervivos credit shelter•
Intervivos QTIP trust•

TIER 1
Existing mega judgment•
Protect debtor’s potential inheritance via •
spendthrift or discretionary trust (e.g. wills, 
life insurance, IRAs) from others.
Secure currently exempt assets such as •
tenants by the entirety to prevent asset 
enhancement upon death of non-debtor joint 
owner (e.g. death of non-debtor).
Transfer opportunities  for future profi ts.•
Consider spend down of assets of debtor •
spouse to pay family expenses, bank income 
from non-debtor spouse, at least for expens-
es relating to both spouses.

TIER 2
Causes of Potential Liability

Accident or Negligence.•
Caught in real estate freefall•
with mortgage debt.
Exposure uncertain. US Department•
of Labor Wage and Hour Division visit re: 
overtime.

Planning
Try to quantify  exposure so clients’ convey-•
ances do not result in insolvency.
Use Tier 1 planning•
Use Tier 3 planning provided no fraudulent •
conveyances and client remains solvent.
Consider obtaining an opinion from attorney •
or appraiser (e.g. bank’s appraisers) to docu-
ment projected exposure.
Value real estate to determine ratios  of •
value to debt under existing market condi-
tion. If still solvent, consider planning.

EXHIBIT F
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